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Date: September 2 8, 2020

To: Members of the Historical Commission

From: Eric Hill, Survey Director

Re: D-1557: 68-70 Lexington Avenue , John L. Malcolm Triple -Decker (1913)

An application for demolition of the h ouse at 68-70 Lexington Avenue was received on
September 2,2020. The owner s, Gregory Scott Burd and Francesca Gino were notified of
an initial determination of significance, and a public hearing was scheduled for October 1,
2020.
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68-70 Lexington Avenue (highlighted in yellow). Camiyidge GIS, Sept. 2020

Site
The structure is located on the west side of Lexington Avenue mid -block between
Brattle Street and Huron Avenue . The three -story triple -decker frame house sitson a

stone foundation. The 2020 assessed val ue for the land and building i s $1,982,100 .
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The st ructure is sited on  a 5,306 square -footlotina Residence B zoning district . The
zoning allows one and two -family construction with an FAR of 0.5 and a height limit of

35 feet. A driveway is located atthe  north side of the property terminating at a

detached garage.

The owneris ar esident of the neighborhood , living next door at 72 Lexington Avenue
His house was constructed in 2013 after the previous house at 72  -74 Lexington (a
twin to 68 -70 Lexington ) was destroyed by fire . is the applicants propos e to demolish

the existing structure and replace it with a two -story dwelling , designed in a similar
style to his home next -door. They also intend to remove the rear garage structure and
replace it with a surface parking spot, if required by zoning.
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-70 Lexington Avenue, CHC Photograph 09 -2020.

Architectural Description

The house at 68-70 Lexington Avenue isa 3% -story triple -decker on a stone
foundation . The eclectic home, built in 1913, is a blending of architectural styles,
namely Queen Anne for its asymmetrical facade and dominant front -facing gable
cantilevered over the stories below. The home also displays shingle siding which
continuously runs along the various bays and projections , representing the Shingle
style.

The house features a prominent gambrel roof with shed dormers on both sides. A
projecting porch runs along the full length of the front of the home, supported by

fluted square columns. Two front doors are located on the f ront facade with oval lights.
A two -story octagonal bay is located  at the fagcade on the first and second floors.



68-70 Lexington Avenue, front porch and door detail . CHC photo, 220.

At the third floor, a shingled oriel window is located above the two -story octagonal bay
below, terminating at the gambrel roofline above and flared eaves below. A n inset
porch on the third story behind an arched opening has been enclosed with a window
grid slightly behind the wall plane. At the half -story above, a double -hung window is

sited centrally at the gable end.

68-70 Lexington Avenue, fenestration and third floor detail . CHC photo, 2020.




